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principle help to overcome the new difficulty, the sequestration of
their possessions.
Though the people in power may have been neglectful of the
military and industrial preparation required in France, they could
hardly be reproached with a similar laxity on the administrative
side during the early days of the war. Every district in Paris,
every Department in the north or east of France, was informed
in advance where to go in the event of evacuation. The people
in power, however, had not sufficient imagination to foresee the
actual effect of a mass exodus in the event of a break-through;
possibly they never envisaged such a possibility, or believed
that any other evacuation would function with the same clock-
work precision as that of the whole population of Alsace in
1939.
As far as the fate of enemy aliens was concerned, everything
was foreseen. As early even as August 8th, 1935, the then
Minister of the Interior drew up detailed orders which gave
precise details for the arrest of enemy aliens and the sequestra-
tion of their possessions. Paganon, the Minister, was not a
reactionary. He simply had not sufficient imagination to foresee
that in 1939 his measures for paralysing enemy action in case of
war could be employed with an entirely opposite effect. He
could scarcely be expected to have had sufficient foresight to let
the Council of Ministers decide there and then whether German
or Austrian political refugees (who could have foreseen at the
time of the Stresa Conference that there would be Austrian
refugees in France in 1939?), or Jewish refugees, should be treated
as Germans and enemies or as refugees under the protection of
France.
Leon Blum, a wise politician, had profited from the mistake
he made in 1932, when he predicted that Hitler would never
come to power. With his clear-sighted perspicacity and penetrat-
ing intelligence, he was quick to understand the complexity of
both the problem a.nd the solution. To declare that Jewish
refugees were not to be considered as German subjects, since
Hitler had expelled them, would simply have been to accept the
Teutonic racial theory. To treat them as Germans would have
meant persecuting as enemies people ostensibly expelled for
political or racial reasons who had found a refuge in France, so
tKat these unfortunates would in such an event have been caught
between two lines of attack and left with the choice of Scylla or
Charybdis. His subtly philosophical temperament led him to find
a clever expedient which is entirely to the honour of true French
tradition. Every refugee arriving in France before August 5th,